
● SATURDAY: Foreigners black-
listed by a Gulf country could be 
denied entry to all GCC states,  

according to a proposal.

● SUNDAY: More than 130,000 
students are set to �ock to class-
rooms around the country as the 

school year gets into full swing.

● MONDAY: Bahrain unveils a 
new two-pronged strategy to beef 
up security and counter terrorist 

threats.

● TUESDAY: A second cause-
way linking Bahrain with Saudi 
Arabia and providing a route for a 
regional railway network being 
built by GCC states will cost about 

$5 billion, says a minister.

● WEDNESDAY: Upcoming devel-
opment and infrastructure projects 
worth $22 billion will help Bahrain 
achieve sustainable economic 

growth, says the Crown Prince.

● THURSDAY: The Premier urges 
Islamic nations to step up efforts to 
strengthen co-operation to tackle 

regional threats.
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MANAMA: The BD10 million King Faisal 
Corniche will open to the public next month, 
Municipalities and Urban Planning Affairs 
Minister Dr Juma Al Ka’abi said yesterday.  
Work on revamping beachfronts in Zallaq and 
Askar is nearly complete and will open to the 
public by the end of next month, he said. A 
beach at the Tubli Bay will be opened before 
the year-end. It is part of a plan to open new 
beaches or revamp existing ones – including 
those in Sitra, Tubli Bay, Dair, Juffair, 
Samaheej, Busaiteen and Galali – under the 
National Strategic Master Plan, the minister 
said. He said work on the BD15m Al Fateh 
Beach will start soon and continue for a year. 
A tender for the facelift of the BD2m 2km-
long Busaiteen beachfront has been awarded 
and work should begin later this month. Work 
on the revamp of Dair, Samaheej and Galali 
beaches will begin this year and land has been 
acquired for a 3.5km beach in Juffair, the 
minister said.

n New beaches

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s government will 
study whether to build a high-speed railway 
line between Riyadh and Dammam, 
transport consultancy Consultrans said 
yesterday. The Spain-based company said it 
had been awarded a $1.8 million, 10-month 
contract to conduct the study. The line 
would be 480km long. The government is 
seeking to cut the rail travel time between 
Riyadh and Dammam, a major industrial 
centre, to under three hours from four-and-
a-half hours, by raising the average speed 
of trains to as much as 300kmph from the 
present 180kmph.

n High-speed rail link

NEWPORT, Wales: US President Barack Obama 
yesterday said he was confident he could gather 
a broad international coalition to defeat Islamic 
State extremists in Iraq and Syria, following two 
days of talks at the Nato summit.

“I leave here confident that Nato allies and part-
ners are prepared to join in a broad, international 
coalition,” Obama said after a meeting of the West-
ern military alliance in Wales.

Following the beheading of two US journalists 
by the Islamic State, which has overrun swathes 
of northern Iraq and Syria, Obama said there was 
“unanimity” among Nato members that the group 
“poses a significant threat”.

Obama cautioned that “it’s not going to happen overnight”, but 
“we’re going to achieve our goal.

“We’re going to degrade and ultimately defeat ISIL 
(IS’s previous name) the same way we’ve gone after Al  
Qaeda,” he said.

US Secretary of State John Kerry will travel to the Middle East 

to seek support of regional powers, Obama said, insisting that 
Arab involvement was “absolutely critical”.

The president added: “Our hope is the Iraqi government is actu-
ally formed and finalised next week. That, then, allows us to work 
with them on a broader strategy.”
n Full report, Somali rebel chief killed – Page 2 
n Letters – Pages 6-7

Obama seeking 
core coalition to 
combat jihadists

n An Iraqi Kurdish actor performs in a play denouncing the  jihadists’ threat to 
women and girls from the Yazidi religious minority group in Iraq. Black Is Red, 
directed by Karukh Ibrahim, was performed in a park in Arbil, the capital of the 

autonomous Kurdish region. 

By SANDEEP SINGH GREWAL 

MANAMA: Foreigners blacklisted by a Gulf country 
could be denied entry to all GCC states. 

Labour ministers from the GCC will next month discuss the pro-
posal, which will also include setting up a unified immigration data-
base of all expatriates deported from each of the six states. 

BLACKLIST?
Labour Minister Ja-

meel Humaidan will 
head the Bahraini dele-
gation at the meeting in 
Kuwait, where the ini-
tiative, which is part of 
the GCC Security Pact, 
will be discussed.

“The issue of barring 
a worker deported from 
a GCC country from 
entering another Gulf 
country will be high on 
the agenda of the meet-
ing,” said Labour Min-
istry Under-Secretary 
Sabah Al Dossary.

“Information of de-
ported workers will be 
shared within the GCC 
states to stop them from 
entering their borders.”

Mr Al Dossary ex-
plained that foreign 
workers, who have vi-
olated the law, have 
been convicted and have 
court-ordered deporta-
tion against them, will 
be blacklisted.
n Full report – Page 3

JEDDAH: His Majesty King Hamad 
last night praised the pioneering role 
of Saudi Arabia in uniting GCC ef-
forts to achieve the aspirations of its 
peoples.

His Majesty, who arrived in Sau-
di Arabia earlier in the day, also 
thanked Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Abdullah bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Saud for the kingdom’s 
support to Bahrain.

The two leaders held official talks 
at King Abdullah’s palace, during 
which they reviewed ever-growing 

bilateral ties and regional and inter-
national developments.

King Abdullah, in His Majesty’s 
presence, inaugurated the first phase 
of a project to strengthen border secu-
rity. The two leaders were then briefed 
on the importance of the project.

His Majesty also expressed grati-
tude to King Abdullah for endorsing 
the construction of a second cause-
way linking Bahrain and Saudi Ara-
bia. King Abdullah said it will be 
called King Hamad Causeway.

Full report – Page 2

King hails Saudi ties

n His Majesty holds talks with King Abdullah 

KINGSTON: A small US private plane with an 
unresponsive pilot crashed off the east coast of 
Jamaica yesterday after veering far off its course 
toward southwest Florida and triggering a US 
security alert that prompted a fighter jet escort. 
A New York county official said that Larry 
Glazer, a real-estate executive from Rochester 
in New York, and his wife, Jane Glazer, were 
aboard the plane. Both were killed, the official 
said. It was not yet known if anyone else was on 
the plane. Search and rescue teams, including a 
military plane and a helicopter, were despatched 
to the crash site about 22km north of the tourist 
town of Port Antonio, Jamaica’s Civil Aviation 
Authority said.
lState-owned flydubai said last night that its 
flight from Kandahar, Afghanistan, to Dubai 
has been diverted in response to an earlier 
report that one of its flights has been forced to 
land in Iran. A US State Department official 
said a charter aircraft flying from the US 
airbase at Bagram in Afghanistan to Dubai 
was re-routed to Bandar Abbas, Iran, due to 
“a bureaucratic issue”. The Washington Post 
earlier reported that Iranian fighter jets had 
forced a plane carrying about 100 Americans, 
and possibly two Canadians, to land in Iran. It 
said the plane was chartered by the Pentagon 
from flydubai in the UAE.

n US alert over plane

MANAMA: More than 130,000 
students will flock to classrooms 
around the country today – as the 
school year gets into full swing. 

Education Minister Dr Majid Al Nuaimi 
revealed that schools would operate normal-
ly with no delays from day one.

He said that every ministry department and in-
stitution has finalised preparations.

More than 18,000 administrative, educational 
and technical staff in government schools have 
resumed service since the start of this month. 

They will receive more than 130,000 students, 
including 10,000 new ones, who have been ad-
mitted to grade one of basic education.

Dr Al Nuaimi said numerous projects have 
been launched by the ministry to create and pro-
vide jobs for Bahrainis in various disciplines as 
well as train more than 4,000 teachers.

He stressed the ministry considers teachers as 

pillars of the educational process and is keen to 
enhance their conditions.

He said the total administrative, educational 
and technical staff reached more than 18,000. 

Maintenance work has been completed in 42 
schools. Also, 566 coolers have been serviced as 
well as all air conditioners maintained, including 
8,503 window type AC units and 2,732 split units 
besides central air-conditioning in multipurpose 
halls in 35 schools.

The ministry has provided buses for 34,000 
students, at a cost of more than BD5 million, Dr 
Al Nuaimi said. Separately, 110 buses have been 
provided for teachers and ministry employees.

It also continues to implement the His Majesty 
King Hamad Future Schools project.

The GDN earlier reported that traffic authori-
ties will step up patrolling to ensure the safety of 
schoolchildren crossing busy streets. 

They have also intensified the training of com-
munity police and security guards ahead of the 
new academic year.

A TOP 
CLASS 
START!

n His Majesty King Hamad yesterday returned following a visit to Saudi Arabia, where 
he discussed solid bilateral ties with Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. They also reviewed regional and Arab developments. The King 
was received by His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier. He was seen off at King Abdulaziz 
International Airport by Mecca Governor Prince Meshaal bin Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 

Bahrain’s Ambassador Shaikh Hamoud bin Abdulla Al Khalifa and of�cials.

MANAMA: Technical and financial studies for the 
construction of King Hamad Causeway – the 
second such link between Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia – will start soon, Transportation Minister 
Kamal Ahmed said yesterday. His Majesty King 
Hamad and King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia 
endorsed the project at their meeting in Jeddah 
on Friday. The route of the new causeway, which 
will also include a rail link as part of the GCC 
rail network project, has been identified, he said. 
GCC transportation ministers are to discuss the 

n Causeway pledge

MANAMA: Bahrain has been chosen to host the 
GCC headquarters of one of India’s leading business 
and policymaking bodies to promote bilateral trade.
The Confederation of Indian Industry will establish 
an office in Manama to increase its presence in the 
region, said India’s External Affairs and Overseas 
Indian Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj yesterday. 
She announced the plan, in the presence of Foreign 
Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa 
and Transportation Minister Kamal Ahmed, 
during an address at a gathering of more than 
400 businessmen from the region at the Diplomat 
Radisson Blu Hotel, Residence and Spa.
Indian Ambassador Dr Mohan Kumar said 
bilateral trade is expected to increase to $2 billion 
this year from $1.7bn in 2011. Two memorandums 
of understanding were also signed at the event to 
strengthen trade links.
n Investment ties vow – Page 2
n Full report – Page 5
n Joint ventures planned – Pages 18-19

Bahrain chosen as trade hub

megaproject when they meet next month, the 
minister said. Parliament chairman Dr Khalifa 
Al Dhahrani, meanwhile, said the new causeway 
not only will promote trade between Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia but also among GCC member 
countries.

MANAMA: Public Security chief Major-General 
Tariq Al Hassan and Foreign Ministry Under-
Secretary Abdulla Abdullatif Abdulla yesterday met 
UN Resident Co-ordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative Peter Grohmann following a statement 
by the UN Commission on Human Rights calling 
for the “immediate release” of opposition activist 
Maryam Al Khawaja.  The activist was detained for 
allegedly attacking a lieutenant and a policewoman 
at Bahrain International Airport last month. 
Maj-Gen Al Hassan and Mr Abdulla briefed Mr 
Grohmann on the arrest. Maj-Gen Al Hassan said 
Ms Al Khawaja’s arrest and the referral to Public 
Prosecution by the airport police were normal 
measures taken against anyone who committed 
illegal acts and were not linked with her identity or 
job. The meeting also stressed that no one is above 
the law and that its provisions must apply to all.

Detention extended – Page 14

n Activist �outed law
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MANAMA: Bahrain yester-
day unveiled a new two-
pronged strategy to beef up 
security and counter ter-
rorist threats.

“All measures will be taken 
to bridge any gaps, and remedy 
any loopholes through which the 
scourge of terror may spread to the 
homeland,” said the Premier.

Bahrain will also step up co-ordi-
nation with regional and international 

actors in the global fight against terror.
His Royal Highness Prime Minister 

Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
affirmed the counter-terrorism plan as 
he received – in the presence of His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Ha-
mad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander and First Depu-
ty Premier – Shura Council chairman 
Ali Saleh Al Saleh along with MPs and 
Shura members.

The Premier stressed the need to 
protect national unity from subversive 

elements preying on the nation. 
He commended the people of Bah-

rain who will always foil conspiracies 
targeting the homeland. “Bahrain is 
lucky to be endowed with such a loy-
al people, famed  for their honourable 
stances all along our national history.”

The Premier also voiced concern 
over the untenable situation in the 
Arab world, warning against a poten-
tial surge of cross-border terror threats 
in the region.

Picture – Page 12

NEW PLAN TO 
FIGHT TERROR

MANAMA: Bahraini patients 
could soon be spared the pain 
of travelling abroad for medical 
treatment.

Under a new health plan, they 
would be provided all the ther-
apeutic care they need at home.

Chairing the weekly Cabinet 
meeting, His Royal Highness 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al 
Khalifa direct-
ed health au-
thorities to hire 
world-class spe-
cialists to treat 
difficult or incurable cases at 
home.

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, Crown Prince, Deputy Su-
preme Commander and First 
Deputy Premier, attended the 
session.

“A high committee will be 
set up to unify rules and regu-
lations for overseas treatment”, 

Cabinet secretary-general Dr 
Yasser bin Essa Al Naser said.

The measures will be drawn 
up in co-operation with the 
Health Ministry, the BDF Hos-
pital and the King Hamad Uni-
versity Hospital.

The newly-established High 
Committee for Overseas Treat-
ment  will be under the author-

ity of the Su-
preme Council 
for Health.

Efforts to 
promote Bah-
rainis as a prior-

ity in the labour market seem to 
be paying off.

The national workforce in 
the public sector grew by 1.6 
per cent in the second quarter of 
this year – compared with 0.6pc 
for foreign employees.

Labour Minister Jameel Hu-
maidan updated the session on 
the new quarterly employment 
market indicators.

Healthy rethink on 
overseas treatment

MANAMA: Sixty-one terror suspects are to 
appear before the Criminal Court following 
their alleged involvement in a plot to target 
security personnel and vital installations in 
the kingdom. 
Three of them are in custody pending trial 
while others are still at large, Northern 
Governorate Attorney-General Hussain Al 
Buali said. The suspects have been accused 
of founding, organising and leading an 
illegal group meant to call for suspension 
of the constitution and disruption of public 
order. The Public Prosecution referred 
them to the court based on investigations 
and witness testimonies which proved that 
the suspects smuggled arms to Bahrain by 
sea. A few of them travelled abroad and 
were trained by foreign perpetrators, he 
added. Some of the suspects are on the run, 
having fled the country illegally.

n 61 suspects face trial

n HRH the Premier 

n Facelift plan for historic 
hotel – Page 11
n King’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia hailed – Page 12

n It’s back to school for these girls as the new academic year started in Bahrain 
yesterday. More than 130,000 students �ocked to classrooms amidst stepped up 

measures to ensure safety on the roads and in the classrooms.
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MANAMA: Al Wefaq National Islamic 
Society secretary-general Shaikh Ali Salman 
seems to be increasingly frustrated by his 
inability to dampen growing enthusiasm, 
even among his own cadres, to participate in 
the upcoming parliamentary and municipal 
elections, according to our sister paper Akhbar 
Al Khaleej. The reportedly sour tone of his 
posts on the social media over the last week 
also hints at his group’s failure to reach an 
agreement that would allow it to take part in 
the polls without losing face. 
This is also reflected in Al Wefaq’s alleged 
mobilisation in the streets after a period of 
lull. Elections are expected to be held in 
November.

Full report – Page 2

n Election fervour 
‘blow’ to Ali Salman

MANAMA: Nominations for a top award to 
honour individuals and organisations around 
the globe that have served humanity is open till 
the end of November. The board of trustees 
for the Isa Award for Service to Humanity 
yesterday announced that candidates can still 
register through the website. The nominations 
were open since June last year and many 
applications have been received so far from 
all around the world.

Full report – Page 13

n Nominations invited

MANAMA: The Premier yesterday out-
lined Bahrain’s vision to promote hu-
man rights through the creation of a 
strong economic system that guarantees 
peace and stability for all.

His Royal Highness Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khal-
ifa affirmed Bahrain’s human rights 
achievements and expressed pride in the 
kingdom’s commitment to protect the 

rights of its citizens.
He said the government’s efforts to 

ensure civil and political rights and sup-
port and protect the economic, social 
and cultural ones have been recognised 
by the international community. 

“False and distorted campaigns 
staged against the kingdom to affect its 
human rights situation have been ex-
posed,” the Premier said.

“Stand up for human rights, particu-
larly the right of Bahraini citizens to live 
without fear of terrorism and saboteurs, 
and the right of your country to enjoy 
security and stability.” 

The Premier was speaking as he re-
ceived National Institution for Human 
Rights’ (NIHR) chairman Dr Abdulaziz 
Abul and members, who handed over 
NIHR’s annual report.

The Premier highlighted the govern-
ment’s human rights strategy, which 
aims to ensure decent living through 
adoption of citizen-oriented economic, 
social and service programmes.

“Right to security, safety and stabili-
ty has been emphasised by all religions, 
and, therefore, the government will not 
tolerate any efforts to affect it,” he said.

Picture – Page 14

Premier outlines vision to promote human rights

MANAMA: Upcoming develop-
ment and infrastructure projects 
worth $22 billion will help Bahrain 
achieve its goal of sustainable eco-
nomic growth, the Crown Prince 
said yesterday.

“Developing the kingdom’s diverse econ-

omy would further improve the quality of 
life for all Bahrainis by creating employment 
opportunities and attracting more foreign in-
vestments,” he said.

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-

mander, First Deputy Premier and Economic De-
velopment Board (EDB) chairman, was speaking 
as he chaired the board meeting in Riffa.

He announced that substantial investment pro-
grammes would focus on development projects 
across the private and public sector – including 
industrial investment, infrastructure and tourism. 

“Increasing competitiveness and identifying 
investment priorities are necessary for Bahrain’s 

$22 BILLION 
PROJECTS

continued economic growth,” 
the Crown Prince said.

EDB’s achievements during 
the first half of this year were 
highlighted by acting chief 
executive Kamal Ahmed, who 
emphasised that the registration 
of 21 new companies had creat-
ed more than 950 jobs. EDB’s 
participation in international 
events was also highlighted.

n HRH the Crown Prince

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia says it will host 
a meeting tomorrow, bringing together 
the US and several Middle East coun-
tries to discuss terrorism in the region.

The official Saudi Press Agency says 
the gathering, in Jeddah, aims to address 

ways to combat the extremist organisa-
tions contributing to terrorism in the re-
gion. It will include representatives from  
the GCC, Egypt, Jordan and Turkey.

US Secretary of State John Kerry is 
travelling to the kingdom and Jordan 

this week to discuss ways of bolstering 
the stability of the new Iraqi govern-
ment and combating the Islamic State 
militant group that has taken over large 
swathes of Iraq and Syria. 

Full report – Pages 20-21

Saudi hosting talks with regional allies

MANAMA: Bahrain looks set to get a vote of 
confidence from international investors when 
it offers a 30-year bond worth at least $500 
million this week, in its first sale of such a long 
tenor. The kingdom yesterday opened books 
for the benchmark-sized issue with a revised 
price guidance. Pricing is now slated at a yield 
of six per cent to 6.125pc, revised from the 
low 6pc area. Citigroup, Gulf International 
Bank, Mitsubishi, and Standard Chartered 
have been chosen to arrange the roadshows.

Full report – Page 23

n Global investors 
backing Bahrain

Call to EDB – Page 2

n Student missing
MANAMA: A 23-year-old Bahraini stu-
dent is missing in the �ood-hit Indian 
state of Jammu and Kashmir. Hussain 
Mahdi Ebrahim last contacted his fam-
ily in Bahrain on Saturday from a hotel 
in Srinagar city. Nearly 200 people have 
been killed in what has been described 
as the worst �oods in six decades. Mr 
Ebrahim had travelled to Srinagar from 
Bangalore, where he is studying lan-
guage, with his friend Adel Ali.

Full report – Page 2

n Bank accounts frozen
BERLIN: Austrian authorities have frozen 
the bank accounts belonging to the wife of 
Zalmay Khalilzad, a former US ambassador 
to Iraq, Afghanistan and the United Nations, 
reports the Los Angeles Times newspaper. 
This follows a request by the US Justice 
Department to disclose their wealth. However, 
lawyers for the couple said there was no 
evidence that they have laundered money.

n UK leaders visit Scotland
LONDON: The leaders of Britain’s three 
main political parties announced a last-
minute trip to Scotland yesterday to boost 
the campaign against independence after 
a surge in separatist support ahead of next 
week’s referendum. Conservative Prime 
Minister David Cameron and opposition 
Labour leader Ed Miliband agreed to 
skip their weekly debate in the House of 
Commons today and instead head north, 
reflecting a new sense of urgency in the 
unionist camp.
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MANAMA: The Pre-
mier yesterday urged 
Islamic nations to 
step up efforts to 
strengthen co-opera-
tion to tackle regional 
threats.

He called for more 
awareness of the enormous 
challenges and dangers that 
lay ahead among them.

His remarks came on the 
eve of a key meeting in Saudi 
Arabia today to discuss the Is-
lamic State threat.

His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa received 
at Gudaibiya Palace Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu who renewed an 
invitation to visit Turkey and 
conveyed greetings from 
Turkish President Recep  
Tayyip Erdogan.

The Premier called for 
the need to bolster Bah-
raini-Turkish relations in all 
fields, particularly in trade, 
and stressed that co-ordina-
tion should continue for com-
mon interests.

He praised Turkey’s sup-
portive stances to Bahrain as 
well as its security, lauding 
the Islamic nation’s stability 
and the advanced level of ties 
between the two countries.

He also highlighted the 

STRONGER
TOGETHER

MANAMA: Traffic authorities in 
Bahrain are now cracking the 
whip on illegal taxi drivers who 
transport passengers in violation 
of the law. 

Many expatriate workers are 
using their private vehicles for the 
trade, endangering people’s lives 
and affecting those of licensed taxi 
drivers and operators, said direc-
tor of licences affairs at the Gen-
eral Directorate of Traffic Lt-Col 
Abdul Rahman bin Abdul Wahab 
Al Khalifa. “We are now organis-
ing campaigns to detect violators 
and improve the situation of those 
working legally in the sector.”

Full report – Page 2

Crackdown on 
illegal taxis

n HRH the Premier
need for more joint 
action in develop-
ment and politics.

Mr Cavusoglu 
affirmed that Tur-
key and the GCC 
are indivisible and 
that the stability of 
the Gulf is essen-
tial to the region.

He praised the 
Bahraini govern-
ment’s key role 
in developing ties 
with Turkey.

He also con-
veyed greetings 
to the Premier 
from his Turkish 
counterpart Ahmet 
Davutoğlu. 
Picture – Page 12

WASHINGTON: President Barack 
Obama called Saudi King Abdul-
lah last night ahead of a key speech 
in which the US leader plans to lay 
out his strategy for defeating the 
militant group Islamic State.

King Abdullah agreed with 
Obama that moderate opposition 
fighters in Syria should be given 
increased training and equipment, 
and Obama welcomed Saudi in-
volvement in its efforts to provide 
that support.

“Both leaders agreed that a 
stronger Syrian opposition is es-
sential to confronting extremists 
like (Islamic State) as well as the 
Assad regime, which has lost all 
legitimacy,” the White House said.

Obama was scheduled to speak 
from the White House early this 
morning at 0100 GMT (4am Bah-
rain time).

Obama also gathered his war 
cabinet in the Situation Room of 
the White House. The meeting in-
cluded Vice-President Joe Biden, 
Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel 
and senior military and intelli-
gence officials.

Iraq key ally – 2; Full report – 4

Obama in key 
talks ahead 
of IS speech

MANAMA: The new King Hamad Causeway, 
which will link Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, is 
a milestone in deep-rooted historic fraternal 
relations between the two kingdoms, His 
Majesty King Hamad said last night.
Paying tribute to the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud for naming the new causeway after 
him, His Majesty said it reflects the Saudi 
monarch’s keenness to further cement 
brotherly relations between the two countries.
This came as the King was briefed at Sakhir 
Palace on the causeway by Transportation 
Minister Kamal Ahmed, in the presence of 
His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy Premier, and 
senior officials.

Full report – 2; Boost for economy – 18

n Causeway ‘a 
milestone in ties’

n New homeowner dies
MANAMA: A 65-year-old Bahraini 
collapsed and died yesterday after being 
called in to receive a government home 
that he had been waiting for since 1994. 
Ibrahim Ali Ibrahim Hassan, from 
Guraifa, was among 225 beneficiaries 
invited to select a new home at the 
Housing Ministry, in the Diplomatic 
Area. He was part of the first batch 
of recipients who arrived at 9am, but 
was told he needed a new letter from 
the Pension Fund Authority. As he was 
leaving he collapsed and died, Housing 
Ministry sources told the GDN.

Full report – Page 3

n Anti-terror role for Bahrain?
LONDON: British plans to set up new military 
bases in the Middle East as part of a strategy 
to tackle the threat from Islamic State are 
currently being considered, it has been 
reported. Bahrain, the UAE and Oman are all 
being looked at as part of the government’s 
attempts to contain the terror threat from 
the wider region, according to The Times 
newspaper. Officials said the Ministry of 
Defence is “currently looking at its future 
engagement in the region”, but no decisions 
have been made. 

Full report – Pages 4-5

n Five workers were killed yesterday when a 15-metre-high 
retaining wall at the Jebel Ka’aba project in Mecca collapsed. 
The victims were not identi�ed and a probe was launched. 
Above, Civil Defence personnel use heavy equipment to dig for 

the workers trapped under the debris.
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MANAMA: A second 
causeway linking Bah-
rain with Saudi Arabia 
and providing a route for 
a regional railway net-
work being built by GCC 
states will cost about $5 
billion, a minister said 
yesterday.

Details of the project for the 
causeway – which will be used by 
vehicles as well as freight and pas-
senger trains – will be discussed at 
a joint meeting next month.

“We have almost finalised the 
routes of the causeway,”  Transporta-
tion Minister Kamal Ahmed said. 

“It will be part of the GCC railway 
network.”

He was speaking on the sidelines of 
the ‘Business Opportunity and Politi-
cal Risk in the Gulf and Middle East’ 
Conference at the Sofitel Bahrain Zal-
laq Thalassa Sea and Spa.

Teams from both countries are 
“still working on other technical is-
sues including financing,” especially 
on how to get the private sector in-

volved, the minister said.
No date has been fixed for the start 

of the project. 
“We need it to start soon,” he said.
The GCC railway network is ex-

pected to be completed by 2017. It 
will stretch over a distance of 2,000km 
and cost an estimated $20bn.

The two-day conference that end-
ed yesterday was organised by the 
International Institute for Strategic 

NEW CAUSEWAY 
TO COST $5BN

Studies. 
Delegates delib-

erated the need to 
utilise the demo-
graphic dividend 
of the region and 
for stronger pri-
vate sector collab-
oration in tandem 
with government 
policy-making.

Mr Ahmed also 
stressed the im-
portance of devel-
oping a post-oil 
economy. “The 
challenge for us 
should be to en-
sure that our cur-
rent prosperity is 
not something that 
we look back on in 
30 years as a short-
lived golden age. 
After all, oil will 
not last forever – 
we need to make 
sure that we devel-
op economies that 
are able to thrive 
in the post-oil 
era,” he said.

US ‘fuelling cold war’ – 4

MANAMA: The Premier’s directives to give 
top priority to Bahraini job-seekers and make 
them the best option for the labour market 
were hailed last night.
The General Federation of Bahrain Trade 
Unions (GFBTU) expressed hope that 
companies, institutions and ministries 
will implement the directives of His Royal 
Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa and press ahead with 
efforts to protect citizens by creating more job 
opportunities.
The GFBTU expressed support for the 
directives that help achieve Bahraini youths’ 
aspirations and right to employment. “There 
are young Bahrainis, specialised in nursing, 
education, medicine and physiotherapy 
among others, who are unemployed and 
marginalised,” said a statement.

n Live ammunition drill
MANAMA: The Royal Bahrain Naval Force 
will carry out a live ammunition drill from 
9am today until 3pm tomorrow in Abu 
Lathama region. Seafarers are requested to 
stay away from the region.

n Nigerians to attend Haj
DUBAI: Saudi Arabia, which has barred 
pilgrims from Sierra Leone, Liberia and 
Guinea from the Haj due to Ebola concerns, 
will allow Nigerians to attend, an official said 
yesterday, suggesting the smaller outbreak 
there was less worrying.

n UAE Islamists on trial
ABU DHABI: Fifteen Islamists charged with 
joining and financing Syria’s Al Qaeda 
franchise, Al Nusra Front, and Ahrar 
Al Sham rebel group there went on trial 
in the UAE yesterday. The official WAM 
news agency said 11 of the defendants, 
whose nationalities were not disclosed, 
appeared at a first hearing before the 
Federal Supreme Court. It was unclear 
why the remaining four were not in court. 
The defendants are also charged with 
manufacturing explosives.

n Call to combat jihadists
CAIRO: The Arab League yesterday called 
on members to combat the Islamic State 
group, but stopped short of offering any 
specifics ahead of a speech by US President 
Barack Obama outlining America’s strategy 
for challenging the extremists. The league’s 
resolution does not explicitly back an 
expanded US military operation targeting the 
group holding wide swathes of Iraq and Syria. 
It leaves room, however, for it to work with 
whatever approach Obama lays out during his 
planned speech tomorrow on the eve of the 
13th anniversary of the September 11 attacks.

Kerry begins key visit – Page 2

n Premier’s jobs 
directives praised

CAIRO: Qatar is hosting people 
who raise funds for terror groups 
like Al Qaeda, Islamic State (IS) 
and the Taliban at its palaces and 
mosques, says a report in The 
New York Times.

Doha is also providing money 
and weapons to subvert Arab na-
tions, says the newspaper.

Preacher Hajaj Al Ajmi, a 
fundraiser for Al Qaeda in Syria, 
told wealthy Qataris at a confer-
ence recently: “Give your money 
to the ones who will spend it on 
jihad, not aid,” says the report.

It also claimed that Qatar had 
provided assistance to the Taliban, 
Hamas and rebels and militias in 
Libya and Syria. It said Washing-
ton now has doubts over Doha’s 
support for the IS, while the US 
Treasury confirms that Qatar is at 
the forefront in funding terror.

At least five fundraisers for Al 
Qaeda in Syria operate freely in 
Doha, often speaking at mosques 
and appearing on Al Jazeera TV 
channel, claims the report.

Doha ‘backing 
terror groups’

n Brett King, back left, and Naghemeh King, right, accompany their son Ashya King, �ve, as he 
arrives for pre-cancer treatment examinations at the Motol hospital in Prague, Czech Republic. 
The British boy who caused an uproar after being taken by his parents from a UK hospital 

without doctors’ consent landed in Prague yesterday to get treatment for his brain tumour.
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MANAMA: US Assistant Secretary 
of State for Democracy, Human 
Rights and Labour Tomasz Ma-
linowski will, once again, be visiting 
Bahrain, sources told our sister paper 
Akhbar Al Khaleej.

Mr Malinowski was declared per-
sona non grata by Bahraini author-
ities in July for interfering in Bah-
rain’s domestic affairs and holding 
secret meetings with Al Wefaq Na-
tional Islamic Society.

The US administration made ar-
rangements and contacts with Bah-

raini authorities for Mr Malinowski 
to visit the kingdom again, the sourc-
es said.

However, they told Akhbar Al 
Khaleej that after US and Bahraini 
authorities agreed on the visit, Mr 
Malinowski met in Washington a 
member of Al Wefaq, Mattar Mattar, 
in order to co-ordinate the upcoming 
visit and discuss ways of supporting 
the Bahraini opposition.

The meeting focused on two main 
points: dialogue and elections, the 
sources said.

Mr Malinowski allegedly promised 
Al Wefaq to back its demands if it an-
nounces participation in the upcom-
ing parliamentary elections, and said 
his country supported efforts to reach 
a balanced solution that would help 
achieve reconciliation in Bahrain.

In return, sources said Mr Mattar 
expressed willingness of the Bah-
raini opposition to take part in the 
parliamentary elections. 

They also said the opposition had 
already started making arrangements 
to this effect.

Expelled US diplomat ‘to visit Bahrain’

n Mr Malinowski and Mr Mattar

EDINBURGH: Scotland’s 
pro-independence leader Alex 
Salmond said the “eyes of the 
world” were on a momentous 
referendum next week that 
could break a 307-year-old 
union with England.

Salmond said the September 
18 vote would be “a process 
of national empowerment”, as 
new figures came out showing 
a record 4.3 million people had 
registered to vote – higher than 
for any previous elections in 
Scotland.

“Scotland is on the cusp of 
making history. The eyes of 
the world are upon Scotland,” 
Salmond said in Edinburgh, a 
day after British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron also visited 
the Scottish capital to plead for 
the preservation of “a family of 
nations”.

“ S c o t l a n d 
will vote ‘Yes’ 
next Thurs-
day because 
l a s t - m i n u t e 
promises from 
the ‘No’ cam-
paign will not 
fool anyone,” 
said First Min-
ister Salmond, 
who heads up Scotland’s cur-
rent devolved government.

“As a country, we are redis-
covering self-confidence, as a 
nation we are finding our voice. 
On September 18, we the peo-
ple hold our destiny in our own 
hands,” he added.

Polls show Scottish voters 
are almost evenly divided be-
tween the “Yes” and the “No” 
although one survey so far has 
put the pro-independence camp 
just ahead of the unionists. The 
most recent one, published on 
Wednesday by Scotland’s Daily 
Record newspaper, showed 53 
per cent against independence 
and 47pc in favour, without 
counting undecideds.

British media said new fig-
ures meant 97pc of the elec-
torate had now registered to 
vote, including many 16 and 
17-year-olds who are allowed 
to take part under referendum 
rules.

The vote would bring to 
an abrupt end a 307-year-old 
union between England and 
Scotland and create the newest 
state in Europe since the disin-
tegration of Yugoslavia.

Around 100 journalists from 
around the world were present 
at yesterday’s Press conference.

Key Scotland 
vote set to 

make history

n Salmond

WASHINGTON: US 
Secretary of State John 
Kerry warned against “war 
fever” yesterday and said 
the new American cam-
paign against the so-called 
“Islamic State” (IS) should 
be understood as a coun-
ter-terrorism mission.

Speaking the day after Presi-
dent Barack Obama announced 
a “relentless” campaign of air 
strikes against IS militants in 
Iraq and ultimately in Syria, 
Kerry declined to call the oper-
ation a war.

“What we are doing is engag-
ing in a very significant count-
er-terrorism operation,” Kerry 
told CNN in Jeddah, during a 
tour of regional allies to drum 
up support for joint action.

Kerry downplays 
talk of war on IS

n Saudi King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud talks with Kerry 
before a meeting at the Royal Palace in Jeddah

“It’s going to go on for some period of 
time,” he warned.

“If somebody wants to think about it as 
being a war with IS, they can do so, but 
the fact is that it’s a major counter-terror-
ism operation that will have many different 
moving parts.”

Separately, a CBS reporter tweeted that 
Kerry had told her: “I don’t think people 
need to get into war fever on this.”

Meanwhile, the Pentagon announced 
that US warplanes would start using a base 
outside the Iraqi Kurdish capital Arbil, hav-
ing previously been operating from airbas-
es and carriers outside the country.

He spoke at the end of a meeting in Sau-
di Arabia, at which 10 Arab states, namely 
Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Leb-
anon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE committed to doing their share in the 

fight against IS.
Kerry labelled as laughable Russian 

claims that a US campaign against the IS 
is unilateral and violates international 
law.

“I am really rather surprised that Russia 
would dare to assert any notion of inter-
national law after what has happened in 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine.”

Russia said that unilateral US air strikes 
on jihadists in Syria would be a crude vi-
olation of international law, a day after 
Obama said such action was possible.

“In the absence of an appropriate deci-
sion of the UN Security Council, such a 
step would become an act of aggression, 
a crude violation of the norms of interna-
tional law,” said Alexander Lukashevich, a 
Russian foreign ministry spokesman.

Lukashevich said Moscow welcomed the 

fact that Washington had acknowledged the 
threat from the radical Islamists. 

“Better late than never, as they say,” he 
said. But he accused the US of “double 
standards” over its support for the opposi-
tion in Syria.

Kerry will proceed to Cairo tomorrow as 
Washington seeks to build an international 
coalition to counter IS jihadists, an Arab 
League official said.

He will meet League chief Nabil Al Ara-
bi “to brief the secretary general on the 
results of the Jeddah conference”, a senior 
League official said.

Egypt’s state news agency MENA con-
firmed the meeting would take place, and 
a senior Egyptian official also confirmed 
Kerry would visit, without divulging de-
tails about his programme. 
n Legislators seek vote – Pages 14-15

n Shaikh Khalid with Kerry at King Abdulaziz International 
Airport in Jeddah

MANAMA: Foreign Minister Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa last night said the meeting in 
Jeddah between the US and its allies in the region 
put in place a comprehensive roadmap “to fight for 
our kidnapped, slaughtered and displaced people in 
Syria and Iraq and against those targeting our secu-
rity and stability”.

In a series of tweets, Shaikh Khalid reiterated 
Bahrain’s commitment to join efforts to combat the 
scourge of terrorism.

“We met today in Jeddah, announced a unified 
stand against terror and committed to fight and de-
stroy ISIL. Today is 9/11,” said a tweet.

“Jeddah meeting stressed the need to face Daesh. 
This is a battle within the war against terrorism ev-
erywhere – state terrorism and terror militias and 
all parties and rogue groups,” said another tweet.

The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIL) is also 

known as Daesh.
Meanwhile, Shaikh Khalid also lauded the histor-

ic and strategic relations between Bahrain and the 
US, stressing the kingdom’s unwavering stance and 
constant keenness to be part of regional and inter-
national efforts to fight and eradicate terrorism.

This came as he met Kerry on the sidelines of the 
meeting.

The US Secretary of State praised strong historic 
ties binding Bahrain and the US, commending Bah-
rain’s commitment to maintaining its effective role 
in backing regional and international efforts to safe-
guard regional security and stability.

Both sides reviewed bilateral relations and their 
progress in various fields and discussed the main is-
sues on the regional meeting’s agenda.

They also spotlighted the latest regional and in-
ternational developments.

‘Major roadmap to �ght terror’


